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DOWNTOWN WINDOW ART

TIPS FOR PAINTING WINDOW MURALS
FROM EXPERIENCED PUBLIC ARTIST QUEST NINE (KORI THOMAS)

Artists featured Ieft to right: Melissa Pandina, Cydni Alers, and Kori Thomas and Jax DelaCruz.
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[] Acrylic Paint / Paint Pens - provides good coverage and durability on glass surfaces. Acrylic paint
pens and chalk pens are useful for drawing outlines. Sample-sized standard acrylic house paint
from any hardware or paint store, such as Behr or Glidden from The Home Depot, is
recommended.

Brushes - a variety of sizes and shapes assists in creating detailed work and broader strokes.
Disposable Cups / Jars - serves as a water cup to wash brushes and maintain paint consistency.
Design / Image - useful as a visual guide. While this is not required, it is helpful to have a hand-
drawn, printed, or digital version of the design in addition to desired stencils.

Glass Cleaner - enables the window’s surface to better adhere to the paint.

Painter’s Tape - creates clean edges and protects areas you don't want to paint. Frog Tape is
recommended, because this brand works better than Scotch Blue Painter’s Tape.

Palette - serves as a platform for mixing colors.

Palette Knife / Paint Sticks - mixes the paint.

Razor Blades - scrapes off paint and debris on the window. Four-inch and one-inch razor blades
with handles and replacements are recommended.

Small Cups with Lids - preserves mixed paint over the course of the painting period, and can be
used to mix paint.
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Towels - cleans brushes, corrects mistakes, and prevents paint spills on the ground. Painters
should bring paper towels, wet wipes, cloth rags, and a drop cloth (cloth, plastic, or paper).

Prepare the Surface / Site

Clean the window thoroughly to remove any grime, dirt, or residue that might affect the
1 paint adhesion. Lay down the drop cloth and mask areas with the painter's tape to prevent

drips from getting on the window trim. Bring out your supplies, make sure to have a water

cup and paper towels handy to clean the brushes and any spills. If desired, play music on

your headphones for some positive motivation.

Design / Outline
Prepare the design for the mural. The outline can be sketched directly on the window using
a paint or chalk pen. Use the design’s image as a reference and stencils for consistency.

Painting
Using acrylic paint, begin painting the background and work your way to the foreground.
Allow the layers to dry well before going over the top.

Finishing
Once the mural is dried and complete, carefully remove the painter’s tape and scrape off
any drips. Sign your work and tag Mosaic Lowell on any social media posts.
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