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 DECIDE ON THE STORY YOU WANT TO TELL 

• Future – bigger vision, long-term impacts 

• Cultural – building connections, collaborations; changing 

behaviors 

• Personal – diverse perspectives, inspirational; what you want to 

influence 

ELEMENTS OF A GRANT STORY 

• Start with a Grant Statement that  

o summarizes the main point of your proposal in 1 to 2 

sentences 

o include the people you want to support  

o states the impact of the work 

• Add the 5 W’s and the H 

o Who, what, when, where, why, and how 

o mention people involved in the project – 

community/audience, partners, volunteers, etc. 

• Include Data to Reinforce Your Story 

o Data balances out qualitative information in your story 

o You can find data from organizations and individuals 

doing similar work you are doing, academic journals and 

articles, government databases. 

o AI can be a useful tool for research. 

PUTTING IT ALL TOGETHER 

• Lead with Your Grant Statement 

• Use the journalistic approach to storytelling – place your most 

important facts at the top, supporting details in the middle and 

details that are nice to have but not necessary at the bottom 

 

 

 

ONCE UPON A GRANT:  
EFFECTIVE STORYTELLING FOR 
PROPOSALS 


